
As I write this letter, we just wrapped up our second of three
institute days. My school is celebrating its 60th anniversary, and
much of the day had the underlying theme of a birthday party. We
received swag, talked about community and gratitude, and sang our
�ght song (I am a high school teacher) 😊 . As we got in the full
swing of the day, we focused on formative assessments, EL
programming, the Acceleration Act, using AI for the classroom, and PLTs. To say my head is
spinning is an understatement, and to say I don’t have questions or concerns would be untrue.
Whether you have already had your institute days or they are coming up, you know this feeling.

In a matter of days, we will all jump feet �rst into �lled hallways, engaged classrooms, busy
libraries, and excited students. Adults and students, alike, have hope for the upcoming school year
(even if they don’t outwardly show it). This is probably my favorite time… the newness, the
eagerness, the anticipation; I could go on and on!

I know you are all busy preparing for the end of summer and the start of a new year, and your Fox
Valley Reading Council Board members want to support all of you as you go through the emotions
of not just this month, but the whole year! We hope to help you keep the same energy and
excitement (minus the head-spinning part) at the start of the school year.

Please take a minute to dive in to our August newsletter. You will �nd an invitation to a membership
meeting in the beginning of September, details about the Fall Book Talk with Anderson’s Book Shop
and Crossland Literacy at the end of September, information on upcoming IRC events and grants
and some absolutely amazing book recommendations!
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My hope for each and every one of you is that the beginning of your year feels like a party
intertwined in a school, classroom, and staff who have students’ best interest at heart. Please
support one another and �nd the joy in each day!

Inspire Growth,
Camille Lutz, FVRC President

Meet Your FVRC Board Members!
President-Camille Lutz
Secretary-Katina Kastrantas
Treasurer- Diana Wilke
Membership-Kristen Walsh
Social Media-Ashley Falkos (not pictured)
Past President-Dawn Lutz

4th Annual Wine, Dine & Collaborate a Success!

In May of this year, Fox Valley Reading Council again held their
annual Wine, Dine & Collaborate at Up North Wine Tasting Room in
Geneva. As usual, it was a lovely get-together to celebrate
friendships, colleagues, the end of the school year and to share
some stories. This year there was a fun surprise as author Adi
Alsaid joined us for some discussion about his books and his
writing process! We enjoyed a glass of wine and a beautiful
charcuterie board prepared by Amy of the mother and daughter

pair, Cathy Humphreys and Amy Goedken who run this cozy establishment. A free membership and
some free books were also given out. Please join us again next year, and get ready for our winter
event with Adi Alsaid!

Welcome New Members!

Welcome to our new FVRC members!
Edward Kim
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Cheryl Greenspan
Tracy Zalud

Member Spotlight: Megan Truax
1. What is your position and district(optional) you work in?

4th grade teacher, CUSD 308

2. Brie�y describe yourself. I am starting my 18th year in the
teaching profession, with this being my 8th year in my current

position. I am lucky enough to work in a school where I truly enjoy coming to work each day. Even
though I'm now solidly in the "veteran teacher" category, I still absolutely love what I do. My favorite
thing about teaching is that it's NEVER boring! Outside of school, I enjoy reading, hiking, bird-
watching, walking my 4-year-old golden retriever, Lucy, and traveling with my husband of 16 years,
Eric. I am also a proud auntie of 6 (soon to be 7!) nieces and nephews.
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3. What are you reading personally or professionally?
I love reading mostly fantasy, thriller, mystery, and romance books. Right now, I'm reading The Sun
Down Motel by Simone St. James as a physical book and Finding Me by Viola Davis as an
audiobook. Because I believe it's important to be well-informed about books that my students
would want to read, I'm also reading Trouble at the Tangerine by Gillian McDunn. She's one of my
favorite middle-grade authors!

4. What are some of your students’ favorite books?
Like most kids, my students love graphic novels! Recently, many have gotten into the Amulet series
and the Katie the Catsitter series. I also enjoy reading aloud the �rst book in a series so that kids
have a list of books to continue reading if they're interested. Series that my students have enjoyed
diving into include the Eerie-on-Sea series by Thomas Taylor, the Percy Jackson series by Rick
Riordan, and the Winterhouse series by Ben Guterson. Also, my text clubs last year really enjoyed
Hatchet and Stormbreaker-- proof that sometimes the oldies are still the goodies!

5. What strategy or instructional tip do you love and why?
My absolute FAVORITE thing to do as a teacher is read aloud to kids. It is such a fantastic way to
build community with your class, and it truly becomes something sacred that the kids look forward
to each day. One thing I learned from Dr. Steven Layne is to carve out enough time to successfully
"launch" a new read aloud so that the kids are hooked and can't wait to continue reading the next
day. I also love that moment when I start to close the book on a cliffhanger and all of the kids start
yelling, "NOOOOOOO!"

6. Why is reading a passion for you?
Personally, reading is something I truly look forward to doing every single day. I hardly ever feel the
need to turn the TV on; I �nd that curling up with a good book is all the entertainment I need-- bonus
points if it's storming or snowing outside! I still vividly remember my elementary school librarian,
Mrs. M., introducing me to Sharon Creech's books when I was in 5th grade. She instilled a love of
reading in me that has only grown over time. When she introduced me to those books, she truly
changed the trajectory of my life. I hope that I can give that same gift to my students.

Join FVRC!

Always wonder about the inner workings of Fox Valley Reading Council? Want to get to know some
fun professional and involved colleagues and get involved yourself? Do you have some ideas about
new educational practices , authors or speakers? Here is your chance!
Fox Valley Reading Council is inviting you to join us at a regular Board meeting on Wed. Sept. 11,
2024 at St. Charles Public Library’s Bisbee Conference room from 6-8PM. We will have snacks, run
our meeting, and welcome you with open arms.
Take a chance and check that box for Domain 4 on your eval and challenge yourself to be a more
involved professional educator!
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Please RSVP to illinoisfvrc@gmail.com
193

mailto:illinoisfvrc@gmail.com
https://secure.smore.com/app?s=logo


FVRC Fall Book Talk
Eventbrite - Fox Valley Reading Council presents FVRC Fall Book
Talk - Saturday, September 28, 2024 at Anderson's Bookshop,
Naperville, IL. Find event and ticket information.

 FVRC2024FallBookTalk.eventbrite.com

IRC Webinars

IRC is offering some incredible webinars this school year!

All webinars are for IRC members only and will begin at 7:00 pm. Members who watch the live or
recorded webinars can earn one professional development clock hour for each webinar.
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Mark your calendars and register to take part in this convenient,
FREE IRC membership bene�t.
https://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/webinars

Fall 2024 IRC Book Club!
Join educators from all over the state in the online Fall 2024 IRC
Book Club! Choose one, two, or all three books!
Read, re�ect on, and respond to The Playful Classroom: The Power
of Play for All Ages by Jed Dearybury and Julie P. Jones and/or Get
Free: Antibias Literacy Instruction for Stronger Readers, Writers,
and Thinkers by Tricia Ebarvia and/or Translanguaging for
Emergent Bilinguals: Inclusive Teaching in the Linguistically
Diverse Classroom by Danling Fu, Xenia Hadjioannou, and Xiaodi
Zhou.

Beginning October 20th, educators will participate in online discussions for the next seven weeks.
With The Playful Classroom, participants will learn how and why they should bring play into the
classroom to make learning meaningful, relevant, and fun. With Get Free, participants will explore a
framework that can help implement transformative and anti-bias literacy instruction where students
better understand themselves, others, and the world. With Translanguaging for Emergent Bilinguals,
participants will examine the development, evolution, and current realities of educating emergent
bilinguals and where the future of emergent bilingual education lies in an inclusive translanguaging
pedagogy.

Participants who complete all assignments will be eligible to receive 15 PD clock hours for each
book club. Register by October 20, 2024, to participate in the book club. Registration is FREE for IRC
Members. The cost for non-members is $50, which includes IRC membership for one year. PLEASE
NOTE: The cost of book is not included.
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What I’m reading by Dawn Lutz

As a retired elementary teacher, I don’t read PD books as I used to,
nor do I usually recommend books for teachers to help them in
their classrooms. This book, however, is one which is close to my
heart. One I would recommend all teachers, parents, those with
ADHD, and those who are affected by an ADHD person in their lives
should read!

It is written by Penn Holderness, an adult male with ADHD and his
wife, Kim, who deals with Penn and his ADHD on a daily basis. It is
important to read about their interactions because, as most of us
know, ADHD is not a solitary issue. I was thrilled to see Penn &
Kim’s insights and positive reactions on the creative aspect of an

ADHD brain. Stories are shared with humor and practical advice, as well as set up in an organized
way (short & color coded chapters) so even those with ADHD can read it. For me, the best advice
was to give ONE task to my son and stop at that!

Enjoy this inspiring and helpful book.

What I’m Reading by Kristen Walsh

Mexikid is a middle grade graphic memoir about a family road trip
that took place during author Pedro Martín’s own childhood. During
the trip to bring his grandfather back from Jalisco, Mexico to
California, Pedro learns more about his Mexican heritage, his family,
and his grandfather’s life. Mexikid portrays Pedro’s growing ability to
take on responsibilities and understand both himself and others.
Both Pedro’s narration and the text's illustrations share the richness
of his family life and heritage with honesty, humor, and fond
memories.. Mexikid won a 2024 Newbery Honor Award and both
the Pura Belpré 2024 Youth Illustrator Award and 2024 Children’s
Author Award.

What I am Reading by Ashley Falkos
In this middle grade novel, Simon is the sole survivor of a school shooting. Bow has created a
masterpiece by combining a horrifying situation with humor and heart. Simon and his family moved
to a morgue in the National Quiet Zone with no internet, or even microwaves. His father is the
Deacon at the local church. The more Simon tries to suppress the real reason he has moved to this
little town, the more dire it becomes to tell the truth to his new friends. The author does not
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introduce the fact that Simon survived a brutal mass school
shooting until about halfway through the book, but she artfully
leaves breadcrumbs from chapter to chapter foreshadowing the
reason why. It would be great to use as an example for teaching
unreliable narration. If you enjoyed Jennifer Chan is Not Alone by
Tae Keller, this would make an ideal companion novel!

Love Smiles is an Illinois-based 501 non-pro�t organization
dedicated to bringing awareness to pediatric cancer while providing
moments of peace to those diagnosed and their families.

We accept donations of any age books. If you would like to donate,
contact dianawilkie@aol.com, or bring books to our Fall Book Talk
at Anderson’s Bookshop in September!
https://www.love-smiles.org/

Picture Book

Angela’s Glacier by Jordan Scott
As soon as she's born, Angela's father introduces her to her glacier.
He carries her on his back up the icy expanse as the wind makes
music of the snow and the water underneath. Over time, Angela
gets big enough to walk beside him, and then, to go alone. She tells
her glacier everything, and it answers.
But then, life gets busy. Angela's days �ll up with school, homework,
violin and soccer and friends. Until one day, Angela's heart doesn't
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sound right anymore. Luckily, Angela's dad is there to remind her what she needs: a visit to her
ancient icy friend.

Middle School

Welcome to Nefaria, where nearly every day the kingdom faces
another evil scheme.
Most are harmless, though, so the citizens of Nefaria simply learn
to live with the latest hijinks and go on with their lives. This
includes Bobert Bougainvillea, who is much more concerned with
the fact that he seems to be invisible. From the teachers in his
school to his classmates, almost no one notices Bobert, no matter
how visible he tries to be. Then everything changes when Bobert
follows his classmates to a cursed gumball machine.

Before he knows it, Bobert is sucked into one of Nefaria’s most
villainous evil schemes, a plot that has been a long time in the

making—too long, in the evil wizard Matt’s opinion. And retreating into invisibility this time won’t do,
not when Bobert is the only one with the drive, knowledge, and—if his newfound courage doesn’t
fail him—bravery to foil Matt’s plan.

YA:

Before Takeoff by: Adi Alsaid
James and Michelle �nd themselves in the Atlanta airport on a
layover. They couldn't be more different, but seemingly interminable
delays draw them both to a mysterious �ashing green light — and
each other.

Where James is passive, Michelle is anything but. And she quickly
discovers that the �ashing green light is actually... a button. Which
she presses, and it may or may not unwittingly break the rules of the
universe — at least as those rules that apply to Harts�eld-Jackson
Atlanta.

Before they can �gure up from down, strange, impossible things start happening: snowstorms form
inside the B terminal; jungles sprout up in the C terminal; and earthquakes split the ground apart in
between. And no matter how hard they try, it seems no one can �nd a way in or out of the airport.
James and Michelle team up to �nd their families and either escape the airport, or put an end to its
chaos--before it's too late.

Adult

All the Colors of the Dark by: Chris Whitaker
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1975 is a time of change in America. The Vietnam War is ending.
Mohammed Ali is �ghting Joe Frazier. And in the small town of
Monta Clare, Missouri, girls are disappearing.

When the daughter of a wealthy family is targeted, the most
unlikely hero emerges—Patch, a local boy with one eye, who saves
the girl, and, in doing so, leaves heartache in his wake.

Patch and those who love him soon discover that the line between
triumph and tragedy has never been �ner. And that their search for
answers will lead them to truths that could mean losing one
another.

A missing person mystery, a serial killer thriller, a love story, a
unique twist on each, Chris Whitaker has written a novel about what lurks in the shadows of
obsession, and the blinding light of hope.

International Grant. The International Committee of the Illinois Reading Council has created a
grant to promote literacy projects internationally. Studies indicate that poverty levels and
literacy rates are inversely proportional. By supporting our international community in the areas
of literacy, it in turn improves our universal society. The IRC wants to support these efforts. The
Grant Application and Guidelines are available online. The maximum amount per grant is $500,
and the application deadline is May 1. Grants will be awarded for the next �scal year from July
to June. Awards will be announced by July 15.
Literacy Support Grant. The Illinois Reading Council will award �nancial grants to local and
special interest councils and individuals council members for the purpose of promoting
literacy development in the school and community, and/or providing professional development
opportunities related to the improvement of reading and writing instruction. If ful�lling one of
the above stated purposes requires a joint effort with another school, district, or other agency,
letters stating their intended involvement are required from these agencies. The grant
application can be submitted through the Online Grant Application Form. There is no speci�c
amount per grant. The amount awarded for each grant may be less than the amount
requested. Application deadline is May 1. Grants will be awarded for the next �scal year from
July to June. Awards will be announced by July 15.

For more information, contact irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.
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