
Fall 2022 
Volume 50, Number 4

IllINoIs readINg 
CouNCIl JourNal



Volume 50, Number 4Fall 2022

ISSN #1082–555X

Editor
Roxanne Owens
DePaul University

Assistant Editor
Erik Parsons
DePaul University

Associate Editors
Joyce R. Bojko-Jeewek
Benedictine University

Adelfio Garcia
Chicago Public Schools

David Bates
Concordia University Chicago

Marie Ann Donovan
DePaul University

Christie Angleton
Illinois State University

Mary Yockey
Indian Prairie School District 204

Deborah Augsburger 
Jung Kim
Lewis University

Sophie Degener
Kristin Lems
Ivy Sitkoski

National Louis University

Ryan McCarty 
Niles District 219

Laurie Elish-Piper
Northern Illinois University

Kristine M. Schutz
Rebecca Woodard
University of Illinois–Chicago

Sara L. Jozwik
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee

Steven L. Layne
Wheaton College

IllInoIs
ReadIng
CounCIl
JouRnal



Editorial Advisory Board
Rebekah Buchanan 
Western Illinois University 
Macomb, IL

Amy Butler 
Chicago Public Schools 
Chicago, IL

Valerie Cawley 
Judson University 
Elgin, IL

Demetra Disotuar 
Evanston-Skokie School District 65 
Evanston, IL

Darryn Diuguid 
McKendree University  
Lebanon, IL

Marygrace Farina  
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Chicago, IL

Angela Fortune 
University of Illinois–Chicago 
Chicago, IL 

Mary Gardner 
Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, IL

Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club 
Champaign, IL

Debbie Harrison 
Eastern Illinois University 
Charleston, IL

Jerry L. Johns 
Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, IL

Lynn Keck 
Rock Island School District 41 
Rock Island, IL

Steven L. Layne 
Wheaton College 
Wheaton, IL

Samantha Morley 
Indian Prairie School District 204 
Naperville, IL &  
Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, IL

Kathleen A. Paciga 
Columbia College Chicago 
Chicago, IL

Kari Pawl 
Concordia University  
Chicago, IL

Margaret Mary Policastro 
Roosevelt University 
Chicago, IL

Kristine Schutz  
University of Illinois at Chicago 
Chicago, IL

Frances Steward 
Western Illinois University 
Macomb, IL

A. Gillian Stewart-Wells 
Judson University 
Elgin, IL

Karen Tischhauser  
Barrington Middle School 
Barrington, IL 

Annette M. VanAken 
Concordia University Chicago 
River Forest, IL

Donna E. Werderich 
Northern Illinois University 
DeKalb, IL

Alisha White 
Western Illinois University  
Macomb, IL

Chyrese S. Wolf 
Chicago State University 
Chicago, IL

Rebecca Woodard 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
Chicago, IL



IllInoIs ReadIng CounCIl JouRnal
Volume 50, Number 4 Fall 2022

Table of Contents

Articles
3 Revitalizing Peer Feedback: Writing for an Audience, Not an Appraisal 

Susan C. Lorey

11 Text Complexity and Fluency in the Elementary Grades 
Tara Osborn and Susan L. Massey

26 Using Mentor Texts: Enhancing Student Word Choice in Writing 
Shannon Eichele

38 Student Engagement in Classroom Read-Alouds: Considering Seating and Timing 
Kathleen A. Paciga, Jennifer G. Lisy, William H. Teale, and Jessica L. Hoffman 

Columns
49 Finding Common Ground: Understanding Ourselves and the World Through Literature:  

Cross-Curricular Connections that Engage and Inspire Readers  
Jung Kim and Deborah Augsburger

55 Family Engagement in Literacy: Social and Emotional Learning, Trauma-Sensitive Classroom 
Practices, and Tools to Promote Culturally Responsive Family Engagement  
Eric Junco and Oliver Camacho, Guest Authors

62 Professional Development: Literacy Leaders’ Text Recommendations on Social Justice,  
Cultural Relevancy, and Equity 
Sophie Degener, Adelfio Garcia, Ryan McCarty, and Ivy Sitkoski

69 Climate Justice Now: Reimagining Teacher Book Clubs to Support Inquiry  
into Urgent Topics  
Kristine M. Schutz and Rebecca Woodard, along with Eva Compisi, Tiffini Cooley,  
Jasmine Grullon, and Ashley Stanley, Guest Authors 

75 A Warm wELLcome for Language Learners: Arranged Marriage or Marriage of Convenience? 
Oral Reading Fluency and English Language Learners 
Kristin Lems

80 Authors, Books, and Beyond: A Conversation with Joy Michael Ellison 
Christie Angleton 

89 Calls for Contributions for Future Issues of the Illinois Reading Council Journal



The Illinois Reading Council Journal (IRCJ) is published quarterly and is distributed as a service to all members of 
the Illinois Reading Council. Membership in the Illinois Reading Council can be obtained through local and special 
interest reading councils in Illinois. For information, contact the Illinois Reading Council at 203 Landmark Drive, 
Suite B, Normal, IL 61761. IRC staff may also be reached by telephone at (309) 454-1341. Libraries and educational 
institutions can subscribe to IRCJ at an annual rate of $40.00; address inquiries to the Executive Director at the IRC 
office. Because the IRCJ serves as an open forum, its contents do not necessarily reflect or imply endorsement or 
advocacy by the Illinois Reading Council, its officers, or its members.

Photocopies: Individuals may photocopy articles from the journal without written permission for nonprofit 
educational use, or may make five copies of a single article for library reserve use in an educational institution. Consent 
to photocopy does not extend to photos or items reprinted by permission from other publishers. Members of the 
Illinois Reading Council who wish to use copies of an article in a handout or coursepack and for repeated use may do 
so without a fee. Nonmembers must obtain photocopying permission from the Illinois Reading Council, 1100 Beech 
Street, Building 8, Suite 2, Normal, IL 61761.

©2022, Illinois Reading Council

Publication services for the IRCJ are provided by Sandra K. Larimer, Copy Editor, and Shanee J. Plate, Layout/Design.  
Maxine Freedman and Ryan Ziencina are graduate assistants to Editor Roxanne Owens and Assistant Editor Erik 
Parsons.

About the Cover Artist
Neil Shapiro

Originally from Kansas City Missouri, I can’t remember a time when I wasn’t drawing. 
I interned at Hallmark Cards after graduating high school, and went on to attend Art 
Center College of Design, where I received my BFA. After a long career in advertising art 
direction, creating award-winning campaigns for clients like McDonald’s, Gatorade, and 
Cap’n Crunch, I went back to school and got a Master’s in Illustration from Syracuse 
University. My illustration clients have included the Chicago Tribune, The Nation, Kansas 
City Magazine, Chelsea Books, and Red Rock Press, and I was the supervising designer 
of a 102’ public mural celebrating the history of my neighborhood.

I’m especially proud of the work I’ve been creating over the last couple of years: both The Jazz Alphabet—my 
personal look at 26 jazz greats from A to Z—and my portraits of heroes who have made a deep impression on me. 
Currently, I’m at work on The Jazz Alphabet 2 –The Flip Side. I live in Chicago with my wife Maureen Gorman 
and our dog Ruka. 

http://neilshapiroillustration.com/index.asp

Front Cover:  “Amanda Gorman, 1/20/21”
Back Cover: “Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 1933-2020” 

You can find more artwork by Neil Shapiro on pages 10, 25, and 68.





IllInoIs ReadIng CounCIl JouRnal Vol. 50, no. 4 Fall 20222



NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PA I D
PERMIT NO. 800
SPRINGFIELD, ILIllINoIs readINg CouNCIl JourNal

IllINoIs readINg CouNCIl

1100 beeCh street, buIldINg 8, suIte 2
Normal, Il 61761

IRC




