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About the Cover Artist
Maria Peitzmeier Montalvo

Maria Peitzmeier Montalvo is a retired science teacher who has spent a lifetime creat-
ing art. All through the years of teaching and taking care of family, she kept her pas-
sion alive by taking art courses at universities and participating in workshops across 
the country. She loves to feature the beauty of ordinary things found in nature, from 
eggshells to mountains. Her artwork depicts the inspirational objects connected with 
thoughts of loved ones. To convey her fascination with the world, she uses oil, water-
color, charcoal and ink, mixed media, natural dyes, and felted fibers. Maria teaches felted fiber workshops and will 
offer watercolor journaling workshops this year. You can reach Maria at maria_montalvo_847@comcast.net.

https://www.facebook.com/Feltbymmontalvo

Front Cover: “Tulip Collage,” Collage

Back Cover: “Birds and Bees,” Oil

You can find more artwork from Maria and the mediums she used on pages 1, 14, 30, 41, 48, 53, 58, and 65. 

Mission
The mission of the Illinois Reading Council is to provide support and leadership to educators as they 
promote and teach lifelong literacy.

Vision
The Illinois Reading Council advocates quality literacy opportunities for all learners and serves 
as a primary organization that provides educators at all levels access to research, materials, and 
methodologies to promote and teach lifelong literacy and learning. Support of an active, well-
organized system of local and special interest councils and state committees provides a viable network 
for communication, exchange of information, and grassroots involvement of a diverse membership. 
The Illinois Reading Council’s publications, special projects, conferences, and workshops stimulate the 
personal and professional growth of educators.
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